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the admiral's secretary. At the time both sides of the river
were controlled by Confederate forces, between the Hartford
and Albatross above the forts and the fleet below. The admiral
desired to send dispatches to the fleet below the forts of such
importance that their capture would have been likely in any
attempt to go by the west bank. Gabaudan volunteered to float
down the river after dark, supported on one of the many float-
ing logs, or parts of trees, which then dotted the river in the
spring flood.

The distance to be covered was several miles. The dangers
were in the eddies under the bluffs and the possible lack of en-
durance on the part of the swimmer for so long a period in
rather cold water. Fortunately, the night chosen was very
dark, but Gabaudan ?s mettle had the finest ring. What he
may have lacked in physique was more than made up by the
"sand" in his splendid determination. He was successful, after
a long drift, including a swish now and then in the eddies under
the bluffs of Port Hudson, from which he escaped by hanging
close to his log and using his unengaged hand to paddle into
the current down the river. Favored by the darkness, and with
an unusual presence of mind, he escaped discovery by the pick-
ets, .who, in one instance, were so near that Gabaudan heard
them conversing. He reached the squadron below about 4 A. M.,
after several hours of exposure. When he was taken from the
water and brought on board the senior officer's ship he was
much exhausted and greatly fatigued. The doctor, however,
took him in charge and in good time restored him. The news
of his safe arrival was signaled back across the point from the
Richmond to the Hartford above at daylight.

During the progress of this long and tedious siege the writer
saw and was much in the presence of Admiral Farragut. As
the admiral in his younger days had known the writer's family,
he spoke often of the delightful visits he had made to Middle-
town and Frederick, and how much he had enjoyed the generous
hospitality of the good people there.

The admiral was a man of perhaps five feet seven inches in
height. His gait and step were those of a very young man,
and in conversation he was an animated and interesting talker.
His information and experience were general, and upon almostnal than that of Mr. E. C. Gabaudan,
